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D v D & the MIB  

The Claimant suffered multiple fractures across three limbs (two lower and one upper) 

together with extensive exacerbation of a pre-existing history of complex psychiatric 

issues throughout the Claimant’s childhood, adolescence and into adulthood.  

 

The Claimant’s injuries were sustained when she was a seat belted passenger in a head-

on Road Traffic Accident, when her car was hit at speed by an uninsured third party. The 

Motor Insurers’ Bureau (‘MIB’) were co-Defendants to the claim, which was pursued 

under the Uninsured Driver’s Agreement.  

 

We arranged early case management and working in and around a staged series of 

surgical procedures to gradually address the Claimant’s extensive orthopaedic injuries, 

we made provision for a course of extensive rehabilitation, including physiotherapy, 

counselling and psychological therapy and podiatry.  

 

A series of interim payments were also secured throughout the claim to fund 

rehabilitation, case management, plus aids and equipment for the Claimant to assist her 

in her own personal needs and in attending to the adapting needs of her young family.  

Despite extensive surgery, treatment and rehabilitation, the Claimant continued with 

very significant and life-changing symptoms which ultimately could be no further 

improved by surgery and instead were likely to deteriorate with age.  

 

Following the immediate aftermath of the accident and surgeries, the Claimant was able 

to conceive and gave birth to two children. However, the Claimant required extensive 

care and her home, which was a rented Victorian mid-terraced house was inappropriate 

for her ongoing needs and disabilities.  

 

We appointed 5 specialist experts in the claim to report upon and make recommendation 

for the treatment and care needs for the Claimant including and upper limb specialist and 

lower limb specialist consultant orthopaedic surgeons, a consultant psychiatrist, a care 

expert, a podiatry and gait expert and accommodation expert.  

 

The claim was settled at a Joint Settlement Meeting and a global settlement award of 

£1.3m was negotiated.  

 

This has enabled the Claimant not only to continue to access her full treatment and care 

needs as she required for life, but also to provide her and her family to purchase a new  
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home with designed and fitted for her specific needs, both for use in her wheelchair and 

crutches as required.  

 

 

C v T  

The Claimant was involved in a rear end shunt when his car, whilst stationary, was hit by 

a van. He sustained a variety of physical and psychological injuries and symptoms. 

However, despite extensive treatment doctors were not able to diagnose the cause of the 

Claimant’s symptoms.  

 

The Claimant, an entrepreneur and highly successful businessman prior to the accident, 

had been severely disabled in his ability to go about his activities of daily work and living 

as a result of the symptoms, which affected his hearing, balance, movement, 

concentration and ability to handle stressful situations.  

 

We instructed medico-legal experts for reports in the specialist fields of:  

 

 orthopaedics 

 ophthalmology  

 ENT 

 pain management 

 psychiatry 

 a specialist consultant audio-vestibular physician.  

 

Following a multi-day intensive course of detailed testing arising from the specialist 

consultant audio-vestibular physician’s recommendations, together with the other expert 

evidence ultimately explained and gave context to the root cause of the symptoms and 

suffering which we then were able to establish had arisen from a head injury, deep within 

the Claimant’s skull.  

 

Following provision of the expert consultant audio-vestibular expert’s evidence, with the 

benefit of the full array of specialist medical expert evidence, we negotiated settlement in 

the sum of £325,000 for the claim to plus a year’s intensive bespoke multi-disciplinary 

rehabilitation treatment to as recommended.  

 

 

C v MCC  

Whilst at work, a desk upon which the Claimant was sitting, collapsed under him trapping 

his foot. He sustained a complex ankle injury. After six months off work and an extensive 

rehabilitation programme his symptoms continued including altered gait and subsequent 

low back pain.  

 

We obtained specialist orthopaedic and gait/orthotics evidence which recommended 

bespoke footwear and orthotic provision. A bespoke footwear provider was instructed to 
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examine and provide specialist footwear for all elements of the Claimant’s daily living 

needs, including his hobbies of table tennis coaching (championship level), fishing and 

running.  

 

We secured interim funding for his private rehabilitation plus footwear needs.  

Some 18 months post-accident the Claimant subsequently slipped in the shower at 

home, re-injuring the same ankle.  

 

Detailed examination of the legal, medical and mechanical circumstances of this 

additional injury enabled us to establish that the ‘new’ injury had not broken the chain of 

causation from a legal perspective and in turn, this enabled us to value the injuries and 

future loss provision for damages, care and treatment on the basis of the full and 

cumulative impact of both injuries upon the Claimant’s life.  

 

 

L v F & Others  

The Claimant sustained life-changing, permanent and serious injury following a crushing 

incident at a major outdoor rock concert when security gates were opened and a surge of 

significant numbers of people were allowed to suddenly enter the arena.  

 

The Claimant’s injuries disabled him from pursuing a Military career.  

 

Initially he required a wheel-chair for all movements, but notwithstanding extensive 

rehabilitation which we, together with his s treating doctors worked to achieve, the 

significance and extent of his pain and symptoms ultimately lead to his requiring a spinal 

cord stimulator (as an alternative to lower limb amputation) as going some way to 

achieve pain relief.  

 

Liability was vehemently denied by the event organisers, the owner/occupiers of the land 

and the specialist security company engaged.  

 

We sourced and instructed, was a UK based, internationally renowned expert advising on 

crowd, safety and crowd risk analysis for major events, the underlying causes and 

implemented techniques for crowd risk analysis, crowd safety engineering and the cause 

and impact of crowd surges and dynamics.  

 

Specialist independent medical expert opinion was obtained in respect of the Claimant’s 

extensive injuries and court proceedings were issued. Settlement of the claim was 

negotiated at a Joint Settlement Meeting with the Defendants to enable r the Claimant to 

continue on with his private treatment provision, and to re-house the Claimant and his 

partner into suitable, fully-adapted accommodation required for his needs and therapy.  

The settlement also enabled the Claimant to retrain and setting up in establishing his 

own self-employed business.  

 



 

0345 111 5050 | www.higgsandsons.co.uk 
 

Facebook“f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook“f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

 

K v I  

The Claimant’s husband sustained 90% full thickness burns during an explosion at work. 

Sadly, he died 12 hours later.  

 

Whilst the Police and HSE were still undertaking full and extensive investigations into 

corporate manslaughter, we were able to establish a full liability admission against the 

Defendant.  

 

The Claimant is now left to support and care for her three children. The Claimant speaks 

little English and we have been instrumental in liaising on her behalf to enable her to 

access the psychological treatment, emotional and other day to day support required to 

assist her in everyday life, specifically and expertly provided in her native tongue.  

In addition to bereavement damages, a claim for dependency is being presented based 

on the deceased’s past and what, but for the accident would have been his future, 

employment and self-employed earnings potential. We have presented a loss of services 

claim, as the deceased was an all-round practical man.  

 

A death in service payment was made by the Defendant employer. Our in-house 

specialist team have provided advice regarding a personal injury trust for the Claimant 

and her children in order to best protect their financial position, which is somewhat 

unusual at a relatively early stage in the claim pending ultimate quantification as to how 

much of the loss will be attributable to each of the dependent (currently minor) children 

in respect of their individual losses.  

 

Once the final evidence is obtained to fully quantify the losses, it is anticipated that the 

claim will be presented in excess £1m.  

The case continues.  

 

 

P (a child) v O  

Claire is currently handling a catastrophic brain injury, sustained by a toddler and whose 

head was crushed under the wheels of a trailer as it was towed by a car. The damages 

are anticipated to be pleaded as a multimillion pound claim.  

The case continues.  

 

 

W v P  

The Claimant suffered shattered pelvis after falling from a lorry at work. This resulted in 

significant mobility issues and erectile dysfunction.  

 

Following extensive rehabilitation, and a care and occupational therapy provision, he was 

eventually able to get back to work, albeit after retraining into a different, less manual 

career.  
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Expert evidence was obtained from the following specialist areas:  

 

 Consultant Orthopaedic surgeon  

 Consultant Urologist  

 Consultant Psychologist  

 Consultant Physician  

 Consultant Care Expert  

 Consultant Occupational Therapy Expert  

 

The claim settled for £250,000 by negotiation in person direct with the insurer during 

the course of court proceedings.  

 

 

B v M and the MIB  

The Claimant, who as a pedestrian walking along the pavement when an uninsured driver 

party driver mounted the pavement and pinned her to a garden wall.  

 

She suffered a de-gloving injury to her leg resulting in significant tissue and muscle loss.  

We arranged for multi-disciplinary specialist rehabilitation, appointed a case manager 

and worked closely with her treatment providers and all agencies involved to enable her 

back into work into a successful career working with children. Extensive plastic surgery,  

physiotherapy and pain management provision was arranged and full prosthetics 

provision were provided.  

 

Reports were sought from experts in the following specialist fields:  

 

 Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon  

 Consultant Plastic Surgeon  

 Consultant Haemotologist  

 Consultant Psychologist  

 Consultant Psychiatrist  

 Care Expert  

 Pain management expert  

 Physiotherapy expert  

 Prosthetics expert  

 Camouflage expert  

 

The Claim settled by negotiation within proceedings in the sum of £293,000.  

 

 

D v E (Ltd)  

The Claimant suffered a serious fracture to his knee resulting from a motorbike vs coach 

high speed RTA. A physically fit manual worker at the time, he took some time off work 
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to recover, but with the assistance of two surgeries and extensive rehabilitation, he was 

eventually able to return to work post accident with a few years left prior to retirement. 

The case was settled in the sum of £105,000 by negotiation two-and-a-half months 

prior to trial.  

 

 

G v A & the MIB  

The Claimant, whilst crossing the road at traffic lights was struck by a uninsured motorist 

at speed. The Claimant, the owner of several businesses suffered a serious fracture to his 

leg involving extensive internal and external pins and plating. He also suffered significant 

head injuries.  

 

Whilst liability was in dispute, a Case Manager was appointed under the Rehabilitation 

Code to work together with the Claimant’s NHS treating doctors and rehabilitation teams 

in order to achieve his best and earliest possible recovery and ability to resume work in 

his businesses. The Claim settled at £107,500k.  

 

 

L v M (Ltd)  

The Claimant, a husband with young children was crushed whilst carrying out his 

employment duties at work. He suffered:  

 

 13 broken ribs  

 a fractured skull  

 injury to back 

 2 collapsed lungs.  

 

A series of specialist medical expert opinions were sought to fully present all of his 

injuries. Reports were sought in the following fields:  

 

 respiratory expert  

 shoulder specialist consultant orthopaedic surgeon  

 hip specialist consultant orthopaedic surgeon 

 Cconsultant Psychiatrist 

 Consultant ENT surgeon  

 Consultant Neurologist  

 

The Claim settled prior to trial by negotiation at £200,000.  

 

 

R v A  

The Claimant suffered injury to her lower back and coccyx after being pushed downstairs 

by a teenage service user at work. Her claim settled for £100,000.  
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W v MIB  

The Claimant suffered serious injuries when an untraced third party ‘hit and run’ driver 

mounted the pavement collided with him at speed, destroying a wall into a private 

garden and leaving the Claimant with extensive injuries.  

The Claimant suffered:  

 

 3 fractures to the left tibia 

 2 fractures to the left fibula (left lower leg) 

 multiple fractures of the left scapula (shoulder blade).  

 

Following extensive multi-disciplinary rehabilitation and care, the claim was settled by 

negotiation at £162,500  

 

 

F v the MIB  

The Claimant and his wife were involved in a hit and run accident when the untraceable 

third party driver collided with their vehicle at speed.  

 

The Claimant suffered a serious soft tissue injury to the back and cracked bone in the 

chest. He also suffered a deep laceration to head, headaches and disturbed sleep.  

The Claimant was initially disabled from being able to carry out his usual hobbies and 

activities during his retirement. With extensive respiratory, orthopaedic and care expert 

evidence, followed by a full rehabilitation provision arranged in conjunction with the MIB, 

settlement of the claim was agreed at £225,000 

 


